SER M 0 N 


Preach'd at the 


CONSECRATION 
HR IST-CHURCH 


In the County of Weſt- Meath, 
AND THE 


DONATION 


QF THE 


Tythes of the Parith, 


For the Maintenance of it. 


On Sunday, Jan. 18. 17%. 


by Wilham Percivale, A. M. 
Arch Deacon of Caſbell. 


fubliſbed at the Deſire of the Right Reverend 
Father in Gov, Simon Lord Biſhop of 


Elphin. 


Undon, Printed by G. Fames, for Hinxy CLEUIN TS, at the 


Half Moon in s. Paul's Church-yard., MDCC XIII. 


EEC ALES ESE ES EIS ou {20100 L20L00ye 
ET 2 e n 
52 2 NES ES S 


SSN Tebra Nets . 


2 
ohs 


To the Ricur HoxnouraBLet 


Robert Rochfort, Eſq; 


Lord Chief Baron of Her Ma- 
jelty's Court of Exchequer, 
and one of Her Maje- 
{ty's moſt Honourable Privy 


Council. 


My Los ov, 


EIN defired to publiſh the 
Foe 1 following Diſcourſe, 1 f was the 
T more eaſily verſuaded to do it, 
[S/GONSE] that 1 might publickly give Your 
Lordſhip Thanks, for the Noble 
SYrucfure which you 3 at Your own Ex- 
tence, Built, Beautified, and Endow d ; and 
nich will be a laſting Monument to all Poſte- 
A 2 rity, 
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' DEDICATION. 


rity, of Your Piety and Generoſity to this Cui p 
and Nation. | of 
G 

Such Fiavock has been made of Church 

and of the Revenues that ought to ſupp 
them, that feculd a Stranger travel thro f f 
Kingdom, he would be tempted to think, thi 
ſome Parts of it have, of late, been under . 
Dominion of Goths and Vandals, rather th n. 
of Engliſh-Men and Proteſtants. b 
I 


I have ſhewn, that the Depriving the Pa 
chial Clergy of their Tythes, (to which i 
Ruin of our Churches is, in a great meaſur 
to be imputed) was the deplorable Effect of Pt 
piſn Policy; and the Continuance of this Grievan 
amongſt us, is the great Reaſon that no farti 
Progreſs has been made in the Converſion of ti 
Natives, as has been lately repreſented to H 
MajesT v, by the Venerable Synod of ti 
Kingdom. 
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I wiſh ſome Perſons, who ſeem zealous enoug 
againſt Popery in other Points, would lay 
Heart this pernicious Part of it, and would A 
EM 7 
ricuſiy conſiler, whether a Bleſſing can be e 


pecke | 


DEDICATION. 


fed upon thoſe Eſtates which are raiſed out 
of ſuch Poſſeſſtons as have been conſecrated to 


Gop, for the Support of His Service, 


Tythes have not only been appointed by Gop, 
for the Maintenance of His Miniſters, but they 
have, moreover, been freely granted by our own 
Princes, confirmed by many Acts of Parlia- 
nent, particularly, by Magna Charta; and 
by the Common Law they are affirmed to be Jure 


Divino, as my Lord Coke teſtifees. 


And the ſame great Oracle of the Law tells 
us, That the Church is ever um lerſtood to be 
under Age, to be a Pupil, an tatherleſs. 
With what Reaſon then can She be ſtript of Her 
Patrimony, turn d naked into the World, and 
Ml forced to ſubſiſt on a miſerable and precarious 
WM Maintenance ® This diſtreſſed Orphan Your 
1Y Lordſhip has taken into Your Protection; Jou 

hade already given Her a Dowry ; and, I know, it 


1s in Jour Heart to provide vet farther for Her, 


ben Poverty ha ppens to be the Lot of the 
0 Clerg y, it 1s a Misfortune that never comes a- 
bene; Ignorance is its conſtant Attendant. And, 
e, ther e- 


DEDICATION. 


therefore, Atheifts and Deiſts, and ſuch 4 
are for having no Religion in the World, an 
always contriving Schemes to make the Clerg) 
Poor, in order to make them Ignorant. Thi 
was lately the Caſe of ſome wicked Politicians 
amongſt us: But our Pius Qu E x, afſiſtel 
by a Wiſe and Faithful Miniſtry, and ſuch 
generous Patriots as Your Lordſhip, has blafted 
their Projects; and we have now Reaſon to 
hope, that an Encouragement will be given to 
the Sacred Profeſſion, equal to the Learning that 


1s expected from it. 


And, I doubt not, but what Your Lordſhip 


has done, will be an Inducement to Others to | 


promote this End : For all Examples hade an 
Influence proportionable to the Worth and Dig- 
nity of the P er ſon that ſets them. And, there- 
fore, when Men hall obſerve a learned Fudge 
in Iſrael, who fills and adorns one of the high- 
eſt Stations of his Henourable Profeſſion, and 
who himſelf derives none of his Honours er 
Riches from the Church, which he ſupports and 
cheriſhes ; when, I ſay, Men fhail obſerde 
ſuch a Perſon building Places for the Warſhi 


of Go p. and leſſening his own to encreaſe the 
Church 5 


DEDICATION. 


Church's Patrimony, may we nat hope, that ſs 
bright an Example will have a due Weizht and 
Influence on the Minds of Others? 


The ſame Sett of Men, who" repine at our 
Profeſſions, and hate the Clerg y, bear equal Ma- 
lice to our Univerſities ; and they who ſincerely 
love our Church, are ever Friends to the Nur- 
ſeries of it. Your Lordſhip has effeftually ſhewn 
wur Affection to the Former, by the Founda- 
tion which you hade endow d; and your Reſpect 
to the Latter, appears from the Name which yon 
have given it: A Name given in Honour of 
that Illuſtrious Society at Oxford, where 
your Son, the Heir of your Vertues and Fortune, 
recero d thoſe Principles of Religion and Loyal- 
ty, which have made him a Credit to the Place 
that gave kim his Education, and an Ornament 
to his Country that enjoys it. 


The good King Ethelwolf, when at the Al- 
tar he dedicated to G o Þ the Tythe of bis 
ele Kingdom, (and the Property of all Eng- 
land was then in him) he added to his Char- 
ter, that whoſoever ſhould encreaſe his Gift, 
Go p would be pleaſed to proſper and en- 

creaſe 
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creaſe his Days, May this Bleſſing light up. 
on Tour Lordſhip, and Your Poſterity. But a 
for the Judgment, in the ſame Charter, denour- 
ced againſt thoſe who ſhould preſume to diminiſh 
the ſame, may Go D avert it from them, ani 


diſpoſe their Hearts to a Reſtitution, I am, 


My Loxo, 
Your Lorp $41 e's moſt Faithful, c 
Eo N 
: 0 
and moſt Obedient, 
Ju 
Humble Servant, n 
m 
P. 
th 
0 R 
V. Percivale. Nu 
6 
fit 
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NEHE MAH Kili. 14. 


Remember me, O my Gov, concerning this, and 
wipe not out my good Deeds that I have done for 
the Houſe of my Go p, and for the Offices thereof. 


HE Jedoc were the choſen People of 
My Gop, and had their Civil as well as 
ty their Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution pre- 
ſcribed by Go D Himſelf, yet ſome- 
times, for their Sins, they were de- 
; ' ! Jivered into the Hands ot their Enc- 
mics, and deprived of both. And this was their 
Condition now, when Go »:raifed' up His Servant 
Nehemiah to rebuild the Walls ot their City, and 
to reſtore their Church to its former Purity. 

They were then in Subjection to the King of 
Perſia, their Civil Rights were not only under the 
Juriſdiction of a Conqueror Abroad, but, which 
was more grievous to them, their Temple was in- 
raded by Schiſmaticks at Home. Nehemiah in the 
mean time abounded in Riches and Honour in the 
Perſian Court, and attended in a near Station about 
the Perſon of his Prince, and fo ſeem'd out of the 
Reach of thoſe Calamities that his Country groan'd 
under; yet, as a true Member of the Church of 
Go, he could not but ſympathize with the Af- 
fictions of his Brethren, In the midſt of his Great- 
nels his Heart was forrowful, nor could he reſt 
TD till 
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62) 
till he obtained Leave to go to Juli 
Nen. ii. 5. to the City of his Fathers Sepulchres, t\g 
he might build it. 

With what Wiſdom and Picty he executed this 

Commithon, what Difhcultics he had to ſtrugg], 
with, and with what Induſtry he overcame them, j 
fully ſer forth in this his Hiſtory. The Walls g 
Feruſalem he rebuilds, he caſts out the Schiſmatici 
' Samaritan, and brings again the Vellcls of the Foul; 
of the Lo Ro into the Temple: He depoles ſuch x 
n. x had intruded into the Prieſthood; hi 
7 caufes Eæm, in a Pulpit of Wood mad 
for the Purpoſe} to read the Law: before the Con- 
gregation: Moreover, he: reſtores the Feaſts and 
- Faſts of the Church, provides againſt the Propha. 
nation of the Sabbath, wreſts theiTythes from thi 
Rulers who had ſeiz d thein, and applies them to 
the: Uſes that Gap had appointed: And then, up- 
on Kecollection of what he had done, he breaks 
forth into this humble and pathetical Prayer, Re- 
member me, O my Gap, concerning this, and Witt 
not out my good Deede that I have donę for the Hoi: 
of my Gov, and ſor the Offices thereof. 

Tho' the good Decds that he had done for the 
Civil Conſtitution of his Country were great and 
numerous, yet thoſe he here prays that Gop would 
particularly remember him tor, were 


Firſt, T hoſe that he had done for the Houſe of l 
Gop; And, 


Secondly, T hoſe that he had done for the Offs 
thereof. 


From 


(12 


From whence we may naturally draw this Con- 
duſon; T hat they who do Good, either 

1. To the Houſe of thiir Gop, or, 

2. To the Offices thereof, 
fave Reaſon to expect that their good Deeds will 
wt be wiped out, hut will be remember'd by their 
(0 b. 

will conſider theſe rwo Branches ſeparately. 
And, 

firſt, T hey who do Good to the Houſe of their 
Gov, have reaſon to expect that their good Deeds 
will not he wiped out, but will be remeniber'd by their 
60 b. 

Tho Go p is every where preſent, and a pious 
Man may any where be accepted in his Prayers to 
lim, yet it is moſt certain, that particular Houſes 
*{WMoughc to be ſet apart and appropriated to His Ser- 
ice: And we have no Reaſon to doubt, but that 
-Mpopcr Places tor Worſhip were as ancient as the 
WE Worſhip ittclf; and that the ſame Light of Na- 
ure that preſcribed the One, preicribed the Other 
1 RIP | 

The firſt Inſtance, indeed, that we meet with in 
dripture of a Place thus appointed, is 
n the Perſon of Noah, who we read 
built an Altar ro Gop the firſt thing he did after 
ie went forth of the Ark: But it does not appear 


Gen. Ville 20. 


tat he did this by the immediate Command of 


Gor, but the fame Light of Nature that taught 
lim GOD ought to be worſhipped, taught him al- 


o that a Place ought to be ſet apart, and appro- 


ated to that Worthip. 


1 After 
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After this we find the Patriarchs, all of them 
(but ſtill without any poſitive Command that ys 
read of) building Altars, and dedicating Places 
the Worſhip of Gop, and this long before the 
Law was given by Moſes. 

indeed, as ſoon as the Children of [{razl wer 
come out of Egypt, Gop commanded Moſes u 
make Him a moving 'Fabernaclc, ſuitable to th; 
Condition of the Church, which was then Wandring 
in the Wilderneſs : But after the Children of Had 
were enter'd into the Land of Canan 
they ſet up the * Tabernacle of tlic 
Congregation in Shiloh; + thither th; 
Tribes went up yearly to worthip and} 
ſacrifice unto the Lo RD, and the Tu. 
bernacle was fixed in Sh:loh, until it was taken by 
the Philifiires when Eli was High-Prieſt, until Gn, 
for the [dolatry of His People, for/o0! 

Fel Hrn. the Tabernacle of Shiloh, the Tent Which 
Jer. vii.1 He placed among Men. At length 
Gop put it into David's Heart 9 

build him a Temple, but he having been a Man of 
Blood, that Honour was reſerv'd for his Son Hl. 
mon. 
And ſuch Places were not only appointed for tie 
Publick Worſhip, but they were to appointed »y 
ſome ſolemn Act, which alienated the Property 
from him in whom it was before, and aſſigned ! 
to Gov's Ule and Service only. 
Thus Facob, when he had a mind to build an 
Altar at Shalem, becauſe he could not give that to 
GOD which was another Man's Property, we read 
that he bought a Parcel of a Field of the Children i 


Hamer 


* Joſh. Xvili. 
3 


+ 1 Sam. i. 
3, 24- 


41 & — 182 ww 
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Hamor for an hundred Pieces of Money, and there he 
erected his Altar, Gen. xxxiii. 18. 

And the ſame Patriarch, when he ſeparated a 
Place for an Altar at Luæ, did not do it without 
any Solemnity, for he took a Stone and {et it up for 
Pillar, and poured Oy! upon the Top of it; and le 
called the Name of that Place Bethel, i. e. the Houſe 
of Gop, Gen. xxviit. 18, 19. | 

Wich what Solemnity the "Tabernacle was con- 
ſecrated, and how Go p perſonally took Poſſeſſion 
of it, you may read in Exod. 40. where we find, 
that when Moſes had finiſh'd rhe Work, @ Cloud 
rover d the Tent of the Conzregation, and the Glory 
of the Lok p filled the Tabernacle, ver. 34. 

And ſo he was pleaſed to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Temple after the ſame manner; for w2 read, that 
when the Prieſts were come oitt of the Holy Place, the 
Cloud filled the Houſe of the Lo, fo that the 
Priefts could not ſtand to miniſter becauſe of the 
Cloud, for the Glory of the Loxv had filled the 
Houſe of the Lo RD, 1 Kings viii. 10, 17. 

Indeed, we are not now to expect that Gop in 

is own Perſon ſhould come down and take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſuch Places as are dedicated to His Ser- 
vice: Such an immediate Intercourſe between 
Gop and His People, docs not belong to the 
State of the Golpel. The only Way we now have 
to tranſact with Gop, is by the Hands of His Mi- 
niſters appointed for that Purpoſe, and deriving 
their Authority directly from the Apoſtles, as the 
Apoſtles did theirs from CHRIST. Whatſocver 
therefore is given to Go p, and in- His Name ac- 
cepted by his ordinary Miniſter, becomes as en- 
tirely 


* 
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tirely His, and is as fully in His Poſſeſſion as eyer 
the Tabernacle or Temple was, which He took 
Poſſeſſion of in Perſon, and filled with His Glory, 

But to proceed; beſides the Temple, the Jem 
had every where Synagogues ſet apart for Go p, 
Service, chere being, upon Computation, no leſs 
than Four hundred and cighty in Feruſalem ; th: 
Temple being as it were the Mother Church, or the 
Cathedral, and the Synagogues Parochial-Churches, 
for the Conveniency of the People. 3 

And theſe Synagogues were not only at Jeru— 
1 or in Jude, but ſcatter'd all over Afi, 
where-ever any Number of Jews were planted; 

Ads ix 2, Thus we read of them at Damaſeur, 
xiii. 5. at Salamis, and at Antioch. Nay, they 
ver. 14+ had a Tradition amongſt them, that 

whereſocver ten Men of Iſrael were, there ought 
to be built a Synagogue. 

And when the Law was made to. give Place to 
the Goſpel, tho' the firſt Chriſtians were diſperſed 
and perſecuted, and were fain to worſhip Go 5 in 
Deſerts, and in Mountains, and in Dens and Caves 
ot the Earth, yet certain it is, that they had pro- 

er Places ſer apart, and dedicated to His Service, 

This is plain, from St. Paul's Reproof to thoſe 

who had behaved themſelves irreverently in thoſe 
Places; Have ye not Hoſes, ſays he, to eat and to 
aritk in? or, deſpiſe ye the Church of Gon? 1 Cor. 
Xi. 22. 

Grouudleſs, therefore, are the Surmiſes of thoſe 


who brand the Conſecration of Places with Super- 


ſtition, as if ir was a Judaical Ceremony, and 
therefore unworthy of Chriſtians; or Popiſb, (tor 


uch 


_ 
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ſuch Objections too we have) and therefore un- 
worthy of Proteſtants. | 
It is obſerved, That the Temple, built by the 
Command of Gop Himſelf, was divided into 
Three Parts: The Firſt was the Holy of Holies, 
into which none but the High-Prieſt could enter, 
and that roo, but once a Year, and not without 
Bood: The Second was the Court of the Prieſts, 
in which was perform'd the Ceremonial Worſhip, 
Aronements by Sacritices, and the other Leviti- 
cal Rites : The Third was the outward, or the 
People's Court, commonly called Solomon's Porch; 
and this was for Prayer and Preaching only. 

It is evident, therefore, that the tt former Parts 
were deſigned for thole Types only, which were 
to be done away at the Coming of Cuxisr; where- 
as the third Part was free from the Levitical Cere- 
monies of the two farmer, and appropriated to 
ſuch Duties as were to continue even under the 
State of the Golpel, to the End of the World. Our 
Saviour, therefore, reform'd nothing in the two 
former Parts of the Temple, the Uſe of them be- 
ing at an end; but, foraſmuch as the Uſe of this 
third Part was to continue, He purg'd that, and 
reſtored it to its Primitive Purity: And having 
caſt out them that bought and fold in ir, He taught 
them, ſaying, Is it not woritten, My 
Houſe ſhall be called of all Nations, the 
Horſe of Prayer? or, a Houſe of Prayer for all Na- 
tions? (for ſuch a Reading the Words will bear : ) 
But ye have made it a Den of T hieves. Mark 
xi. 17. 


Iſa. lvi. 7. 


Plain 
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Plain therefore it is, that as T/aiah had prophe. 
fied, CHRISHT now declares, That He was to haye 
a Houſe of Prayer; and that this Part of the Ten. 
ple was It, tree from the Levitical Rites and Ce. 
remonies, and originally intended for Prayer and 
Preaching only. ret 

And this accounts for the Apoſtles and the fir 
Converts being ſo often in the Temple after the 
Death of Cxx1srT, when a complete End was put 
to the Moſaical Diſpenſation, and the Ule of the 
other two Parts was intirely abolith'd. Thus we 
'nead, That they continued daily with one accord in 
the Temple, Acts ii. 46. And again, Peter and Joly 
Went up together into the Temple, at the Hour if 
Prayer; and when they were there, all the People ran 
together unto them, in the Porch that was called H. 
lomon's, Acts. iii. 1, 11. And again, The Apoſile 
Were all, with one accord, in Solomon's Porch, Ads 
5. 12. And thus have all Chriſtians, ever ſince, 
thought it neceflary to have Places fer apart, and 
conſecrated to the Service of Gov ; many Inſtan- 
ces of which we have in the Writings of the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, too many to be here particularly 
recounted, 

And lo holy were theſe Places, by reaſon of their 
Relation to Go p's Service, and ſo evidently did 
Go p look upon them to be, in a peculiar manner, 
His, that we read of many Inſtances of His Venge— 
ance againſt ſuch as had prophaned them: AS, 
particularly, in the Perſons of thoſe great Prin- 


7 / If > . F. 
— es. et nchadneszar, Belſbas 


with Dan. iv. ar, and Antiochus ; whom the 
Dan, v. 1 Mac. i. Shortneſs of the Time allotted — 
this 


(9) 


this Diſcourſe permits me to mention only. 

And, indeed, as wicked Men cannot expreſs a 
gteater Hatred to Go p, or Contempt of His Ho- 
nour, than by profaning ſuch Places as are thus 
given to Him, and made his peculiar Property : 
do good Men cannot give more agreeable Inſtan- 
ces of Love to Him, and of Zeal for His Glory, 
han by ſetting ſuch Places apart, and devoting 
them to His Service. And, therefore, as we have 
many Examples of His Vengeance againſt the For- 
ner; ſo have we many Inſtances of His Bleſſings 
towards the Latter. | 

The Ark of Gop was only received and lodged 
n the Houſe of Obed-Edom; and the Conſequence 
of it we read 2 Sam. vi. 12. The Lord 22 the 
Houſe of Obed-Edom, and all that pertained unto 
lin, becauſe of the Ark of Gov. 

And when David intended to build a Houſe for 
Cop, tho' he was not permitted to do it, yet Gov 
bleſſed him for it, and accepted of his Intentions. 
for we read, 2 Chron. vi. 8. That the Lord ſaid un- 
to him, Foraſmuch as it was in thine Heart to build 
n Houſe for my Name, thou didſt well that it was 
in thine Heart. 


And when the Jet, under the Conduct of Ze- 


1babel, had built the ſecond Temple, how accep- 


able to Go p this their Piety was, we may read 


in Hag g. ii. 18. Conſider now from this Day, ſays 
COD, ---- even from the Day that the Foundation 
of the Lox v's Temple was laid, conſider it, 

from this Day will I Bleſs you. 
Andas this is a moſt acceptable Way of ſhewing 
our Zeal for the Glory of Go p, ſo does it carry 
: C along 


(10) 
along with it a great Argument of Love to on- 
Country: In this bleſſed Work the Chriſtian and 
the Patriot go hand in hand: Nothing tends more 
to unite People in Intereſt, as well as Affection 
than Opportunities of Worſhiping Gop together 
under the ſame Roof, and after the ſame Manner; 
but where Churches are wanting, the Service of 
Go p mult be detective, and the People left a Prey 
either to Schiſm or Idolatry. Man is a religious 
as well as a rational Creature; He will embrace x 
falſe Way of Worſhip, rather than none. And, 
therefore, if the Prieſts of the True Go p have ng 
Opportunity of miniſtring to the People, the Prieſt 
of Baal will know what Advantage to make of 
It, | 

The Building of Churches, therefore, adds a 
Strength and Security to a Nation, by preſerving 
the Unity and Purity of Worſhip ; and, as it ne- 
ver fails to draw down the Bleſſing of Gov, ſo 
does it allo engage a reciprocal Love and Aﬀe- 
ction from the People. For this very Reaſon, the 
Centurion in the Goſpel, when he wanted the Af. 


ſiſtance of Cu RIS T, had not only his own good 


Works, but the joint Prayers of all the Elders of 
the Jett, to intercede for him. For we read, Lute 
vii. 4, 5. That when they came to Jeſus, they be- 
fought him mſtantly, ſaying, That he was worth) 
for whom he ſhould do this ; For he loveth our Na- 
tion, and hath built us a Synagogue. 

And ſcarce can any Man give a greater Inſtance 
of his Love to a Nation than this; for Churches 
are National Bleſſings of an extenſive Nature. In 
them Go Þ vouchſates, after a peculiar manner, to 


be. 


(1) 
be preſent amongſt us; in them His Holy Word 
;s preach'd, His Bleſſed Sacraments adminiſtred ; 


Win them we communicate with one another in the 
onſtian Offices of Love and Charity; and in them 


Joe pray with Confidence, and find Relief at the 


Winds of G0 p, for all our Wants and Neceſſi- 
1 

be Primitive Chri/l;ans were ſo ſenſible of theſe 
seat Privileges, that they uſed to be wonderfully 


\fc&ed, and, after the Example of Solomon, to cx- 


preſs the greateſt Joy and Gladneſs at the Conſc- 
dation of their Churches; and, after His Example 
ss, as far as they were able, they thought no Ex- 
| Wecnce too great to adorn and beautify them. For 
they wiſely conſidered, that as GOD would never 
hae commanded a Temple to be built at all, if 
Kt Places for Worſhip had not been pleaſing to 
lim: So, if the Sumptuouſneſs of ſuch Places had 
een diſagreeable to Him, He would never have 
ommanded it to be built ſo exceedingly magni- 
kceat, 

Some Men, who are curious and expenſive e— 
tough in their own Houſes, little care how poor 
nd ſlovenly the Houſe of GOD lies; ſuch ſeem to 
ave their own Glory at heart more than the Glory 


ol | gave him Trouble to think, That 4 

E ſhould devcll in a Honſe of Cedar, : am. vii 2. 
t the Ark of Go p within Curtains, A Man 
hat is in carneſt with his Religion, that delights 
Y appear before Go p in His Sanctuary, will en- 
eavour to have the Shrine, in ſome Proportion, 
t for the Dcity that is to dwell in it. | 
C3 Ane 


fGop. This was not the Caſe of holy David; 
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And, certainly, a homely and ſordid Service 
unleſs where Neceſſity juſtifies it, cannot be accep- 
table to that GOD whom we are commanded to 

worſhip in the Beauty of Holineſs. The Riches 
and Ornaments of our Churches are of Uſe, to 
put the Congregation in mind whole Houſe they 
are in; they are apt to enliven our Devotion, to 
rouze it when it flumbers, and to recall it when it 
wanders. The pious Perſon will rcjoice to ſee the 
Daughter of Sion all glorious within, and the Pro. 
phane may be ſtruck with a holy Awe and Terror, 
and be made to reflect with Jacob, and ſay, Surth, 
the Lord is in this Place, and I knew it not. -- 
How dreadful is this Place * This is none other 
but the Houſe of Gov, and this is the Gate of Hea- 
Ven, Gen. xxviii. 16, 17. 

Since, therefore, the Dedicating of Places to the 
Worſhip of God has been as ancient as the Wor- 
ſhip itſelf, appointed by Gov in the Old Teſta- 
ment, and farther enforced by the Practice of Cyrus 
and His Apoſtles in the New. Since Gop has} 
vouchſafed to take Poſſeſſion of them, ſometimes} 
immediately in His own Perſon, and ſometimes | 
mediately by the Hands of His ordinary Miniſters: | 
Since He has, moreover, ſfewn His Approbation 
of them, by His Bleſſings upon ſuch as have reve- | 
renced them, and by His Judgments upon ſuch as | 
have prophaned them: Since they are of great | 
Benefit to a Nation, in promoting true Religion 
and Picty towards GOD, Unity and Charity to- 
wards one another, and in giving our very Prayers 
a greater Force and Efficacy at the Throne of Grace: 
Since the very Ornaments are alſo of Ule to theſe 
5 „ | great 
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great Purpoſes: Well may we conclude, that they 
who build, adorn, and dedicate Places for thz Pub- 
lick Worſhip ; they, who thus do Good to the Houſe 
of their Go p, have reaſon to expect, that their good 
Deeds will not be wiped out, but will be remembred 

their Go D. | 
But Nehemiah, in my Text, not only deſires to 
be remembred for the good Deeds which he had 
done for the Houſe of his Gop, but alſo for thoſe 
which he had done for the Offices thereof: Ard, 
therefore I haſten to my Second Concluſion; to 
wit, : 
T hat not only they who do Good to the Houſe of 
their Go D, but they alſo who do Good to the Off- 
cer thereof, have reaſon to expect, that their good 
Deeds will not be wiped out, but will be remembred by 
thetr Gon. 

In vain are Places ſet apart for the Service of 
Gop, unleſs Prieſts be alſo appointed to miniſter 
before Him; and, in vain do we expect Prieſts to 
miniſter before Him, at leaſt ſuch as are able and 
ſufficient, unleſs a competent Maintenance be pro- 
vided for them. This is evident, from the — 
Light of Nature that preſcribes the Worſhip of 
Gop, and the Conſecration of Places for that 
Worſhip; and it is confirm'd by the poſitive Com- 
mand of GoÞ both in the Old and New Teſta- 
2 and exemplified by the Practice of all 

ges. 

And, therefore, Nehemiah was not contented to 
cleanſe and adorn the Houſe of Gov, but he pro- 
vided alſo for the Offices thereof, by reſtoring Prieſts 

to 
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to the Church, and their proper Patrimony to the 


Prieſts. 
For the Tythes allotted by Go p for the Mainte. 


nance of His Prieſts, had then, it ſeems, as well as 
in theſe Days, been diverted from their proper 
and the Conſequence of it was, that thoſe who 


a Subſiſtence. But Nehemiah could not bear ſuch 
a notorious Sacrilege, and contended with the 


Portion 0 


unto the Treaſuries. 
I need not mention the many Commands of 


ple and their Governours for with-holding them. 


Uſes, to ſerve Purpoſes that Go p never intended; | 


ſhould Officiate at the Altar, were forced to forſake | 
the Houſe of Go p, and fly to their own Fields for | 


Rulers about it; (for the Rulers, it ſeems, had done 
it; it was done by Authority). And Gow bleſ- 
ſed him in his Attempt, and gave Succeſs to it, as | 
you may read in the roth, 11th, 12th Verſes of this | 
13th Chapter. And I perceived, ſays he, that the 

F the Levites had not been given them ; for 
the Levites and the Singers, that did the Work, were | 
fled every one to his Field : T hen contended I with | 
the Rulers, and ſaid, Why is the Houſe of Gov | 
forſaken * And I gathered them together, and ſet 
them in their Place; then brought all Judah the | 
T the of the Corn, and the New Wine, and the Oil, 


God about paving T yther in the Old Teſtament, | 
and the many Judgments of Go» upon the Pco- 


The Detaining of Tyther was look'd upon by Go 
to be Robbery of Himſelf, as He complains by His 
Prophet Malach. iii. 8. Will a Man rob Go p? Tet 
ye have robbed me. M herein have we robbed thee 7 | 

In Tytbec and in Offerings. And in the next Verſe 
| we 
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we have the diſmal Conſequence of this Robbery ; 
+ are curſed with a Curſe ; for ye have robbed me, 
even this Whole Nation. | 

But becauſe ſome may imagine, that the Sub- 
fraction of T ythes might then poſſibly be a Rob- 
bery of Go p, as having been appointed and made 
His Due by the Law of Moſes, but that they were 
together With that Law aboliſh'd by the Coming 
of CHRIST: It muſt be conſider'd, that Tythes 
were due long before the Moſaical Diſpenſation, 
and, conſequently, could not owe their Being to 
that Law. | 

Jacob, at the ſame time that he conſecrated a 
Place for an Altar at Bethel, dedicated to Gop 
aTenth Part of all his Subſtance. And, before him, 
Abraham gave Tythe of all to Melchizedec, the 
Prieſt of the moſt High Go p; which is not there 
repreſented as a new thing then enjoin'd, but as a 
Right well known, expected by Melchizedec, and 
faithfully paid by Abraham. 

Thus we read of pious Perſons paying their 
Tythe to Go p, before we find any particular Pre- 
cept for it: And ſo we read of pious Perſons of- 
fering Hacrifices, before we find any particular Pre- 
cept for That; and yet it is not to be imagin'd, that 
either of them were the Invention of Men, but 
dat Gop commanded them both from the Be- 
ginning. 

1 Tor 
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There are many ancient Footſteps of a Traditional Opinion a- 
Lvonęſt the Fews, that God gave a Command to Adam about pay ing 
; Tythes. Hugo de S. Viftore is of Opinion, that God gave ſuch a 
Command, See his Amor. on Gen. 4. Pet. Comeſtor alſo lays, We le- 
dre that Adam, by the Spirit, aug, Sons 14 whe: i C lies and 
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For tho* we may learn from the Light of N 
ture, that we ought to honour Go p with our Su 
ſtance, yet, could it poſſibly enter into the Hes 
of Man to do this by way of ſacrificing ? or, cou 
ſuch a ſort of Worſhip be acceptable to G oy, 
He had not by ſome Law or other commanded it 
And ſo as to Tythes ; is it poſſible that all Manki 
mould, by chance, agree upon the determina 
Quantity of a Tenth, rather than any other? o 
could har particular Portion be acceptable 
Gov, it by ſome Law or other He had not co 
manded it? 


a. 


Firſt Fruits. Scholaſt, Hiſt. in Gen. xxvi. This Opinion receiz 
great Confirmation from the Septuagint Tranilation of Gen. iy. 
ax sd op8os wezouwiyins, oples 5 wh Stang nwpres * i. e. 
thou baſt offer d rightly, but baſt not divided rightly, haſt thou not ſime 
The Authority of the Septuag im is very great, if we conſider th 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles generally made uſe of it in their Qui 
tations of the Old Teſtament. S. Paul ſeems to confirm this Rea 
ing, when he ſays, Heb. xi. 4. By Faith Abel offer d unto God a lar 
Sacrifice than Cain: The Words in S. Paul are, Agora Ou 
which denote the Quantity rather than the Quality of the Sacrifidh 
aud therefore ought to be rendred a larger, and not a more excel 
Sacrifice, as in our Tranſlation. Clemens Romanus, a Father coevil 
with the Apoſtles, quoting this Paſſage of Geneſis, uſes the vel 
Words of the Septuagint. Epiſt. 1. ad Corinth. Se. 4. See alſo 748 
Tull. 1; adv. 7udzos. Agreeable to theſe Authorities, is that of il 
Council of Hiſpalis, Anno 590. Si quis autem bac omnia non decimaverf 
Prado Dei eſt & Fur Latio & maledicta que intulit Dominus -nd C 
non recte dividentt congeruntur. Concil. Hiſp. ap. Bin. Jom. 2. Par. 
P- 295. Mr. Seiden, who oppoſes this Interpretation of the Sepruaznl 
decauſe it makes for the Divine Right of Tythes, cannot but owl 
that before Aaron, the Prieſthood was confined to the Firſt-born WM 
Families; and if ſo, how could Abel ſacrifice at all, ſince Cain wil 
his elder Brother? And muſt not then his Iutegrity conſiſt in thi 
that he divided rightly ? 


Thi 
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That both TYyther arid Sacrifices were of eatly 
Uſe amongſt the very Heathen, we are informed 
tom the beſt of their Hiſtorians ; tho' none of 
their Hiſtories are ancient enougli to ſheiv. us the 
original of either. The Heathen, indeed, divetted 
both to a falſe Object, their Idol Gods; but that 
hews, that they had a Notion of their Divine In- 
fiturion : And it is hard to conceive how they 
ſould come by ſuch a Notion, unleſs it were hand- 
ed down from Father to Son, from the Beginning 
i the World. 

We have, therefore, the greateſt Reaſon to think, 
that both Sacrifices and T ythes were commanded by 
bop, before they were practiſed by His People. 
And; whatſoever is commanded by G0 p, is of per- 
petua! Obligation, unleſs He Himſelf is pleaſed to 
oder the contrary, or the Nature of the thing re- 
quires it. | 

And, therefore, the Way of worſhipping. Gov 
by Sacrifices being once commanded, would have 
wntinued of Obligation for ever, had not the Na- 
ure of Sacrifices required otherwiſe. For, Sacri- 
js were Types of the great Sacrifice to be made by 
Cn RIST, and, therefore, in their Nature were to 
caſe, as ſoon as CHRIST their Antitype was of- 
er d up a Sacrifice on the Croſs, 

But the Nature of T ythes is different; they were 
not appointed as Types, which were in Time to 
de done away, but as a neceſſary Maintenance for 
he Prieſts of GOD; and, conſequently, are ſo far 
rom being aboliſh'd by the Coming of Carry sr, 
hat, in the Nature of Things, they require a Con- 
nuance under the State of the Goſpel, For, if 

; D Prieſts 
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Prieſts are as neceſſary under the State of the G0. 
ſpel as they were under the Law, then Heber are 
as ncceſſary now for the Support of them, as they 
were under the Law for the Support of the Ty. 
tica! Prieſthood, | ' 

And this is S. Paul's Reaſoning; Do ye wt 
know, lays he, that they who miniſter about hi 
things, live of the things of the Temple? and the 
who wait at the Altar are Partakers with the Al. 
tar? Even ſo bath the Lo RD ordained, that thy 
who preath the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſptl, 
1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. From whence it follows, that 
they who preach the Goſpel, muſt have ſuch a 
Maintenance to live upon as they had who mini- 
ſtred in the Temple; but their Maintenance were 
Tythes, and, therefore, ours muſt be the ſame: 
Otherwiſe, they who preach the Goſpel would not 
be ſaid to live of the Goſpel, even ſo as the LL. 
w?tical Prieſts lived of the things of the Temple. 

It is granted, that the Levitical Prieſthood, and 
the Law given by Moſes, is at an end; and yet, 
ſome Parts of that Law, as they had an Obligation 
before Moſes, fo do they continue of Force under 
the State of the Goſpel. 

For Inſtance; That we ſhould devote ſome cer- 
tain Part of our Time to the Service of Gov, 1 
of Moral Obligation, and would have been nect!- 
ſary, tho' Go p had never given any poſitive Com- 
mand about it. As to the Proportion, that we 
ſhould devote preciſely the Seventh Part to this 
Uſe, I leave to others to diſpute, whether it be ow- 
ing to Moral Obligation, or, which is in effect the 
lame thing, to the politive Command of any 

ut 
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zut certain it is, that this Proportion was com3 
manded by Go p before the Law, was farther en- 
forced by Moſes under the Law, and did not end 
with the Law, but is ſtill of perpetual Obligation 
under the Goſpel, 

And thus, after the ſame manner, I argue in re- 
ſoect of Tythes, that we ſhould devote tome cer- 
tin Part of our Subſtance to the Service of Go p, 
b of Moral Obligation, and would have been ne- 
cellary, tho* Gop had never given any poſitive 
Command about it. As to the Proportion, that 
we ſhould allot preciſely the Tenth Part to this 
Ule, I leave to others to diſpute whether it be ow- 
ng to Moral Obligation, or to the poſitive Com- 
mand of Gop ; but certain it is, that this Propor- 
ton was commanded by Gop, before the Law 
was farther inforced by Moſes under the Law, and 
dd not end with the Law, but is ſtill of perpetual 
Obligation under the Goſpel, 

But farther ; had Curism been a Prieſt after 
the Order of Aaron, the Prieſts under the Goſpel 
would have no better Title to Tythes than what 
tne Law of Moſes allow'd them: But CHRIST 
was a Prieſt of a higher Order; Aaron's Prieſthood 
was only temporary, was to vaniſh away with all 
tic Privileges belonging to it. But the Prieſthood 
t Cunr1srT is an everlaſting Prieſthood ; He is a 
Prieſt ſor ever, after the Order of Melchizedec. 
vince, therefore, Melchizedec the Prieſt, to whom 
Abraham paid Tythes, was a Type of Cunisr, and 
uch repreſented by the Apoſtle in the 7th of 
Hebrews, it follows, that Cur15sT the Antitype, 
and His Pricſts, under the Goſpel, have the ſame 
D 2 Right, 
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Right, which cannot ceaſe upon the aboliſhing of 
the Law of Moſes. | 


Thus were Tythes ever eſteem' d to be of Divine | 
Right, both before and fince the Law of Moe, | 
till che Uſe and Application of them were diverted 


by the Popes of Rome. Popery, where-ever it ob- 


tain'd, undermined both the Eccleſiaſtical and Ci. 
pi Authority. The Spiritual Power, which Go 


ad lodged in common with all the Biſhops, and 
the Temporal, with which He had inveſted the 


Princes of the Earth, the Popes aſſumed to them. 
ſelves ſolely: And in order to ſupport this their 


uſurped Authority, they tounded a Multitude of 
Abbies and Monaſterics all over the Chriſtian 
World ; and theſe, by a Plenitude of their Power, 
(ſufficient, as they pretend, to repeal the Laws of 


Go vp) they enrich'd with Tythes, torn from the | 
Parochial Clergy, and filled them with Creatures, } 


{worn to their Intereſt, and implicitly, at their Com- 
mand, always ready at hand, to check, curb, and 
aftront either Biſhops or Princes, who ſhould dare 
to call in Queſtion the Papal Juriſdiction. 

It was a pious and commcndable Zeal in our 
firſt Reformers, to diveſt theſe uſeleſs, or rather, 
theſe dangerous Perſons, the Monks and Friar, 
of thoſe Spoils which they had plunder'd from their 
Brethren. But, at the ſame time, it muſt be own d, 
that it is the Reproach and Scandal of the Retor- 
mation, that they were not reſtored to their Pri- 
mitive Inſtitution. 
For, to wave what has been ſaid of the Divine 
Law, which it is not in the Power of Man to re— 
peal ; 1 dciire if may be conſider'd, Whedly 5 
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theſe Nations Tythes have not been dcdicated to 
Gop for the Support of His Clergy, by all the 
Authority that theſe Kingdoms can afford, and ra- 
ted by expreſs Vows of Kings and Parliaments, 
with the moſt ſolemn Imprecations and Curſes 
upon themſelves and their Poſterities, in cafe they 
ſhould retract or keep back any Part of them. 
And I with that all Men would conſider, whether 
what has been ſo expreſly given to Gop, can be 
taken away from Him by any humane Authority 
whatlocver. 

They who are concern'd, may read 
in Sir Harry Spelman, the fearful Judg- 79 Kae 
ments of GOD which attended thoſe fi. | 
Great Men, who, at the Time of the 
Reformation, were inſtrumental in alienating the 
Church's Patrimony. We ought nor, indeed, to 
be raſh in applying Gop's Judgments, which ma- 
py uncharitable Perſons do, to gratify their own. 
Humours, upon {lender and unreaſonable Motives : * 
put yet we muſt not run into the other Extreme, 
of thinking GOD wholly unconcern'd in the Event 
of Things ; for, to impute all to caſual and acci- 
dental Cauſes, would be to exclude Providence 
out of the World. 

It is the Duty of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
preach the Word of Gop ſincerely, and to alarm 
their People of National as well as Perſonal Sins, 
without any Regard who may be pleaſed or diſ- 
pleaſed in the Conſequence of it. And I have of- 
ten thought, that this Argument concerning the 
Divine Appointment of Tyihes, has not been tre- 
quently enough inſiſted upon out of the Pulpit - 

| An 
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And I can give no better Reaſon for it than this 
that the Clergy, by ſo doing, may ſeem to have their 
own Intereſt chictiy in View, and may appcar to their 
Congregations to ſeck heir more than them. 

But it ever, it is certainly proper and ſeaſonable 
to illuſtrate this Argument upon ſuch a rare and 
remarkable Occaſion as this, when we are met to- 
gether to praiſe Gop for having put it into the 
Heart of a true Lover of his Church and Coumm;, 
not only to do Good to the Houſe of his Go p, b 
building a Church for His Service, but alſo to pro- 
vide for the Offices thereof, by giving back the Til; 
of the Pariſh tor the Support of a Miniſter to ſerve 
thercin. 

To ſum up what has been ſaid upon this Point; 
Since Churches are of no Uſe, unleſs there be 
Prieſts to officiate therein; ſince Prieſts can't be 
expected, unleſs a proper Maintenance be provided 
for them; and, ſince Tythes are their proper Main- 
tenance, appointed by Gop before the Law of 
Moſes, tarther inforced by that Law, and, in their 
Nature, ſuch as could not be aboliſhed with that 
Law; ſince they were due to Melchizedec, after 
whole Order CHRIST Himſelf was a Pricſt ; ſince 
S. Paul argues from a Parity of Reaſon, that they 
who preach the Goſpel ſhould be maintain'd ever 
ſo as the Pricſts under the Law were maintain'd; 
ſince the diverting of Tythes to other Purpoſes was 
a Branch of Poten, invented to ſupport an uſurp'd 
Authority over the Church of CurisT; fince 
Gov's Judgments are threaten'd againſt thoſe 
who thall with-hold them, and His Bleſſings pro- 
miicd to thoſe who pay them faithtully ; and rhere 

are 
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are many Examples of both in Scripture: Since 
the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, the Honour of Go p, 
and the Salvation of Mens Souls, are concern'd 
in the rectifying of theſe Abuſes, well may we 
conclude, that they who reftore Tyther to their 
Primitive Inſtirution, they who thus do Gg to the 
Offices of Gop's Houſe, have Reaſon to expet, that 
their good Deeds will not be wiped out, but will be 
rementbred by their Go p. 

May Gop put it into the Heart of others, to 
imitate ſuch a generous Piety as we have now be- 
fore us, We do not know whar Judgments Go D 
may have in ſtore for theſe Nations, and how hap- 
pily they may be prevented by ſuch Inſtances of 
Goodneſs, if more univerſally practiſed. This is 
a Part of Popery, which ſtill wants a Reformation 
amongſt us. The good King Hegetiub, when he 
rctormed Religion, not only deſtroy'd the Idola- 
rous Worſhip that had obtain'd, but took particu- 
lar Care that the Tyther ſhould be 'applicd to their 
proper Uſe ; and Hezz#ah was bleffed for it, and 
the People grew the richer, as you may read at 
large, 2 Chron. xxxi. 

May our Rulers hearken to the Voice of ſome 
pious Nehemiah, expoſtulating with them, and ſay- 
ing, Why is the Hon of GOD forſaten ? Let 
not thoſe who preach the Goſpel, be in a worſe 
Condition than thoſe who miniſtred in che Tem- 
ple. Let the People in all their Gifts ſbeto à chear- 


ful Countenance, and dedicate their Tythes with 


Gladneſs, Eccluſ. xxxv. 9. that ſo Pricſts may ne- 
ver be wanting to the Houſe, nor a Howe to the 

vice of God. 
And 
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And as for This in particular, let us, with Sy 
mon, pray to Gop, that his Eyes may be open tg. 
wards this Houſe Night and Day ; and, may He 
be graciouſly pleaſed- to anſwer our Supplications 
as he did his, when he faid, I have heard thy 
Prayer, and thy Supplications, that thou haſt mads 
before Me; I have hallow'd this Houſe which than 
haſt built, to put My Name there for ever, and ming 
Eyes, and mine Heart, ſhall be there perpetualy, 
1 Kings 1x. 3. 


Which Gov, of His Infinite Mercy, grant, 


